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“If Only The Walls Could Talk”

BAY PORT STATE BANK CELEBRATES 125 YEARS!

The Wallace & Morley General Store and
office building in 1953. Current location of Bay

Port State Bank.

| First Bay Port State Bank building. |

By Anne Simon, Bay Port State Bank,
Bad Axe

In 1896, William Henry Wallace,
partnering with William J. Orr, opened
Bay Port State Bank to meet the needs
of the growing community of Bay Port.

Just who is William H. Wallace?

William Henry Wallace, (b. 1862) —
was also known as William H. Wallace; W.
H. Wallace of Bay Port, Huron County,
Michigan.HewasborninPortHope,Huron
County, Michigan, September 12, 1862.
He was a Republican, Banker; delegate
to Republican National Convention
from Michigan, 1908, 1916, 1924;
member of Michigan state board of
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agriculture; elected 1909, 1915. Of
Scotch-lrish ancestry. Burial location is
unknown.
History on Robert Wallace

In 1865, the Grindstone quarries (2) were
purchased by Wallace’s father and his
brothers who purchased the quarry from
Captain Peer, the first white child born in
the wilderness of the thumb at Wild Fowl
Bayin 1813. These two companies were

William H. Wallac

called Wallace & P
Grindstone Quarry.
Side note:

Robert Wallace was
working as a labore
1854 until 1864. H
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the state today for their active work in
business, political and social life. In
1888, the Cleveland Stone Company
purchased all the property owned by the
Lake Huron Stone Company and became
sole proprietors of the quarry property at
Grindstone City employing 150 men at
that time.

During this time, Bay Port was a thriving
fishing community which boasted itself
as the largest fresh water fisheries in the
world.

The Gillingham Fishery was established
in 1886, and Bay Port Fish Company
in 1895. Names associated with the
industry were Wallace, Ballard, Dutcher,
Engelhard, Sprague, Deming and
Gillingham, who had four generations
connected to the fishery.

Commercial fishing was first established
off Bay Port on North Island in 1868 by
R.J. Gillingham. He expanded his fishery
to the mainland in Bay Port in 1886.
W.J. Orr and W.H. Wallace established
the Bay Port Fish Co. in 1895, which still
keeps many of the early traditions alive
today.

In 1896, William H Wallace of Bay Port,
Michigan joined with William J. Orr to


















