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Huron County

Happy New Year 2023
MSU EXTENSION OFFICE CLOSED DURING HOLIDAYS
The MSU Extension Office will be closed December 22 through New
Year’s Day. Regular business hours will resume on Tuesday, January
3, 2023, from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. and open during the noon hour.
Wishing everyone a Blessed, Happy and Healthy New Year!

CONTACT US
Patricia Errer
4-H Program Coordinator
Kari VerEllen
4-H Administrative Assistant

4-H RE-ENROLLMENT DEADLINE
If you missed the December 1, 2022, 4-H enrollment deadline and
still wish to participate in the 2022-23 4-H program year, please reenroll ASAP. Joining 4-H is FREE!! Don’t delay as youth MUST BE
CURRENTLY ACTIVE in 4HONLINE if they wish to participate
in any 4-H activities, events and meetings.

MSU Extension-Huron County

To re-enroll, login to https://v2.4honline.com. Paper enrollment
forms are also available at the MSU Extension Office. If you have any
questions, please call 989-269-9949.

PHONE & EMAIL:

4-H COUNCIL MEMBERS
➢
➢
➢
➢
➢
➢
➢
➢
➢
➢
➢
➢
➢
➢

Jeff Gillig, President
Kelly Hunsanger, Vice-President
Erica Karg, Secretary
Cynthia Puvalowski, Treasurer
Amanda Errer
Lindsey Learman
Clema Przemytski
Ellexia Puvalowski, Senior 4-H Ambassador
Allysen Smith, Teen Representative
Sandi Smith
Dori Stuever, Senior 4-H Ambassador
Vivian Thuemmel
Patricia Varin
Rhiannon Varin, Teen Representative

The next 4-H
Council Meeting will
be Tuesday, January
10, 2023,
in the Huron Area
Tech Center
Conference Room at
4:00 p.m.

1142 S. Van Dyke
Bad Axe, MI 48413

(989)269-9949
errerpat@msu.edu or
verelle7@msu.edu

WEBSITE:
https://www.canr.msu.edu/Huron/

MSU is an affirmative-action, equal-opportunity
employer, committed to achieving excellence through a
diverse workforce and inclusive culture that
encourages all people to reach their full potential.
Michigan State University Extension programs and
materials are open to all without regard to race, color,
national origin, gender, gender identity, religion, age,
height, weight, disability, political beliefs, sexual
orientation, marital status, family status or veteran
status. Issued in furtherance of MSU Extension work,
acts of May 8 and June 30, 1914, in cooperation with
the U.S. Department of Agriculture. Quentin Tyler,
Director, MSU Extension, East Lansing, MI 48824. This
information is for educational purposes only. Reference
to commercial products or trade names does not imply
endorsement by MSU Extension or bias against those
not mentioned.

STATEWIDE CALENDAR OF EVENTS
SAVE THE DATES FOR
MICHIGAN 4-H
EQUINE EVENTS

January 10: Wild Spartans - Working Towards a Career as a Wildlife Biologist
Online
Meet Erin Johnston, wildlife biologist - wildlife and habitat section lead for the
Keweenaw Bay Indian Community with the Michigan Natural Resources Department.
Learn about researching, managing and protecting species with cultural significance, as
well as Johnston’s field work, and the education and career path she followed.
www.canr.msu.edu/events/wild-spartans-series-january-2023
January 14 – 15: Michigan 4-H Horse Judges and Show Volunteers Conference
MSU Pavilion, Lansing
This annual event is open to all judges, horse show managers and adult volunteers.
www.canr.msu.edu/events/michigan-4-h-horse-judges-and-show-volunteers-conference

Michigan
4-H
equine
programs are gearing up for
a busy year! If you are an
equine enthusiast, be sure to
mark your calendar for these
dates and look for additional
information in the weeks
and months ahead.
•

February 3-4:
Horse Judging
Workshop and
Practice Contest

•

March 18:
Michigan 4-H
Hippology Contest

•

April 15:
Hairy Horse Show

•

April 16:
Michigan 4-H/FFA
Horse Judging Contest

•

August 18-20:
State 4-H Horse Show

For more information on
events, www.canr.msu.
edu/horses_ponies/registrati
on-information.

January 16-20: 2023 National 4-H Shooting Sports Quiz Bowl - Online
4-H members test their shooting sports and natural resources knowledge with peers
across the nation. Registration should open around Jan.1.
www.canr.msu.edu/events/2023-national-4-h-shooting-sports-quiz-bowl
January 28: State 4-H Rabbit & Cavy Show - MSU Pavilion, Lansing
This one-day event is open to participants aged 8 to 19. To enter, exhibitors must be
Michigan 4-H members and own the rabbits or cavies they enter.
www.canr.msu.edu/events/state-4-h-rabbit-cavy-show-2023
January 31: Adulting 101- International Conversations - Online
Join us for an engaging cultural conversation live and learn about another county. Gain
new knowledge and ask questions that interest you with an international guest.
www.canr.msu.edu/events/adulting-101-international-conversations
February 11: 4-H Shooting Sports Instructor Certification Workshop
Paw Paw Conservation Club, Paw Paw
Interested in leading Hunting & Wildlife shooting sports with a 4-H club? Become a
Certified Instructor at this one-day, hybrid workshop! Registration closes Feb. 1.
www.canr.msu.edu/events/4-h-shooting-sports-instructor-certification-workshoppawpaw

STATEWIDE 4-H NEWS
2023 4-H DAY AT

THE

BRESLIN CENTER

17th

Make plans to join us for the
annual celebration of MSU Extension 4-H
Youth Development at the MSU Women’s Basketball game. The Spartans will
host the Penn State Nittany Lions on Sunday, February 12, at the Jack Breslin
Student Events Center on MSU's campus. Tip-off is 3 p.m. with gates opening
to the public at 1:30 p.m.; come early to enjoy all the fun activities going on
around the concourse.
Gather with 4-H friends, families, volunteers and staff for this annual event!
Tickets will soon be available at: www.canr.msu.edu/events/msu-extensionday-at-the-breslin-featuring-michigan-4-h.

REGISTRATION

IS

NOW OPEN FOR 4-H ANIMAL SCIENCE CAREER QUEST!

Are you interested in a career working with animals? Join us for 4-H Animal Science Career Quest to learn more
about career paths in animal science and veterinary medicine, as well as the MSU programs that can get you there!
This program is a joint effort between Michigan 4-H, the MSU Department of Animal Science, and the MSU College
of Veterinary Medicine, and its focus is introducing youth to the wide variety of career options available to them
within these fields.
This event will be on February 18-19 on MSU’s main campus in East Lansing. It is open to youth ages 12-19 and 4-H
volunteers, and participants can choose to attend one or both days. Space is limited, so don’t delay! Register now at
https://www.canr.msu.edu/events/animal-science-career-quest.

RESOLVE TO HAVE A GREAT 4-H YEAR
Authored by Christine Heverly, MSU Extension.
Adapted from an article originally published by Sandy Risedorph.

As we start to think ahead to the New Year, how can 4-H clubs resolve to improve in the
year ahead? Here are ten suggestions to make the upcoming year a successful one.
Resolve that:
1. Club meetings will start and end on time.
2. Business meetings will follow Robert's Rules of Order and that all club paperwork, such as minutes, club
inventory and financial statements, will be completed in a timely manner.
3. All members will take part in discussions and have a say in decisions that are made. Keep a chart with each
members’ name and when they speak at business meetings.
4. The club meeting place will be a safe, comfortable and welcoming environment for all club members.
5. Fun will be included in each meeting.
6. A learning activity will be included in each club meeting. Ideas include exploring a new 4-H curriculum, having
members volunteer to do a demonstration, doing a show and tell about each members' favorite project, or
bringing in a guest speaker.
7. The club will pursue at least one community service project chosen, planned and celebrated by the club.
8. New members will have a buddy they may talk with about any 4-H questions.
9. The 4-H pledge will be said at every meeting.
10. Every club member will be recognized in some way to let them know they are cared about.

COUNTY CALENDAR OF EVENTS
4-H Teen Counselor Applications Due............................................ 01/03/23
4-H Camp Teen Counselor Training ............................................... 01/08/23

4-H Club Pledge:

4-H Council Meeting ........................................................................... 01/10/23
“I pledge

Martin Luther King, Jr. Day (MSU Extension Closed) ............... 01/16/23

My HEAD

Small Livestock Association (SLA) Meeting ………………................. 01/17/23

to clearer thinking,

RSVP Deadline for 4-H Ice Skating Event …................................... 01/19/23

To greater loyalty,

Registration Deadline for 4-H Projects Galore Workshop ….... 01/20/23
4-H Ice Skating Event …....................................................................... 01/22/23
JLA Registration Forms for Market Beef Due to Fairgrounds .. 02/01/23
4-H Projects Galore Workshop ....................................................... 02/04/23
4-H Day at the Breslin Center............................................................ 02/12/23
4-H Council Meeting .......................................................................... 02/14/23
Presidents’ Day (MSU Extension Closed) .................................... 02/20/23
High School Senior Scholarships Due ............................................. 03/01/23
4-H Council Meeting ........................................................................... 03/14/23
Registration Opens for 4-H Exploration Days............................... 03/21/23

My HEART
My HANDS
To larger service,
My HEALTH
To better living

For
My Club,
My Community
My Country and
My World.”

COUNTY 4-H NEWS
SEEKING 4-H CAMP TEEN COUNSELORS
The 2023 Thumb Area 4-H Camp is scheduled for June 27-29, 2023, at Camp Stapleton in Lexington, and we are
looking for teen counselors. Interested teens MUST be aged 15 to 19 years prior to 4-H Camp on June 26, 2023; and
MUST complete the teen counselor application found in this newsletter and return to the MSU Extension Office by
Tuesday, January 3, 2023.
The first 4-H Camp Counselor Training is scheduled for Sunday, January 8, 2023, at the Huron Expo Center in Bad
Axe from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. with lunch provided. 4-H Camp Counselor Trainings are required and must be attended
to become a teen camp counselor. If you cannot attend a training, it is your responsibility to let a 4-H staff person
know prior to the training.

4-H ICE SKATING EVENT
4-H youth members are invited to a FREE and FUN afternoon/evening of ice skating on Sunday, January 22, 2023,
at the Huron County Ice Arena, 170 W. Soper Road, Bad Axe from 5:30 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.
Please check in at 5:00 p.m. in the Expo Center Meeting Room. All youth MUST ages 5 and older and currently
enrolled in 4HOnline to attend this event. Not enrolled in 4-H, please go to https://v2.4honline.com and get
enrolled…it’s FREE to join!
RSVPs are required by 4:00 p.m. on Thursday, January 19, 2023, so we can give the ice arena staff a head count
prior to this event. To RSVP, please contact the MSU Extension Office at 989-269-9949 or email verelle7@msu.edu.

2023 4-H PROJECTS GALORE WORKSHOP
The 4-H Projects Galore Workshop offers hands-on learning experiences for youth in many popular project areas and
is geared toward youth aged 5 and 19 and includes special needs members. 4-H Projects Galore is scheduled for
Saturday, February 4, 2023, from 9:00 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. at the Huron Area Tech Center in Bad Axe.
Registration deadline is Friday, January 20, 2023, or when full, whichever comes first. Class sizes are limited to 10
youth per session unless otherwise specified on the registration flyer. Sessions are on a first-come, first-served basis.
Cost of the event is FREE to all currently enrolled 4-H members. Not a current 4-H member, please go to
https://v2.4honline.com and enroll in 4-H…it’s FREE to join. Lunch and refreshments will be provided.
The registration form can be found in this newsletter. Please complete a registration form for each 4-H member who
plans to participate in the workshop. This workshop is sponsored by the Huron County 4-H Leaders Association and
would not be possible without amazing instructors who are willing to share their time and talents with the 4-H
youth of Huron County.

2023 HIGH SCHOOL SENIOR SCHOLARSHIP OPPORTUNITIES
There are two local scholarship opportunities for local high school seniors to apply for through the MSU Extension
Office. The Huron County 4-H Council is offering up to four $500 scholarships. To be eligible for the 4-H
scholarship, students must be a high school senior who is currently enrolled in the Huron County 4-H Program
(continued ➢➢➢)

COUNTY 4-H NEWS
and enrolled in a college/trade school.
Since 1981, several $500 scholarships have been awarded annually to Huron County’s outstanding college-bound high
school seniors through the Anthony L. Rapes Memorial/Huron County Dairy Promotions Scholarship Fund. Criteria
for this scholarship include high moral character, initiative, and scholastic achievement, as well outstanding
achievements in 4-H and/or FFA. Students are eligible if they will be focusing on a major in agriculture or an ag
related field.
Both scholarship applications will be available the MSU Extension Office and at local high schools after January 3,
2023. Deadline for both applications will be 4:00 p.m. on Wednesday, March 1, 2023.

SEEKING DONATED ITEMS FOR 2023 4-H GARAGE SALE FUNDRAISER
The Huron County 4-H Council is planning another 4-H “Garage Sale” fundraiser in May of 2023 and would be
delighted to take items you no longer have a use for. Donated items will be accepted in April 2023 (dates & times
TBD) at the 4-H Building at the fairgrounds in Bad Axe. The following acceptable items must be in good condition:
household items, small furniture, books, jewelry, vintage items, antiques, toys, gently used children and adult clothing,
shoes/boots, etc.; basically, any item in good condition.
Unacceptable items are old computers, electronics, and TVs; these will NO longer be accepted! If you have any
questions, please feel free to contact Patti Errer, 4-H Program Coordinator, at 989-550-2971 or email
errerpat@msu.edu.

4-H CLUB BANNERS

The Huron County 4-H Council would like to encourage all Huron County 4-H Clubs to make a club banner to be
exhibited in the 4-H Building. This would be a wonderful group project with input by both 4-H youth members and
adult leaders. Please consider creating a club banner if your club doesn’t already have one in the 4-H Building.
According to the Huron Community Fair Book, clubs are encouraged to enter a banner which indicates the year
organized and show examples of the history of the club’s activities since organization. Banners should range in size
from 2’ x 3’ to 3’ x 5’ (flag size) and can be made of cloth, felt (not paper), etc. Banners judged at previous fairs are
welcomed to be displayed but are not to be judged.

HIGH SCHOOL HEALTHCARE CAREER PIPELINE PROGRAM
Do you have a 9th or 10th grader who is interested in health and human service careers? The Thumb Community
Health Partnership (TCHP) is excited to be hosting its first High School Healthcare Career Pipeline Program! The
program is open to all 9th and 10th-grade students in Huron County.
The program is to help students explore endless career opportunities in health and human service careers! Experts
from local organizations will lead the lessons and provide hands-on activities for students to be able to get a glimpse
at daily life in a health and human service career!
(continued ➢➢➢)

COUNTY 4-H NEWS
The program will be held at the Huron Area Technical Center on Wednesdays from 5:30 pm-7 pm. The program
starts on January 11th and is 9 weeks long. Dinner will be provided.
The Thumb Community Health Partnership is also looking for 11th, 12th, and current college students who may be
interested in being a mentor for the program. This is a great opportunity for 11th and 12th graders to get volunteer
hours, network with future employers, and learn more about health and human service careers as well!
To register please go to this link https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/TCHPCareerAp. The deadline to apply is
January 4th!

JLA CHANGES AND REGISTRATION FORM DEADLINES
At the JLA Annual Meeting, the following weight changes were announced:
Market Beef: New minimum weight of 1,100 lbs.
Prospect Feeders: Weight range of 375 lbs. to 700 lbs.
All animals compete for Champion.
Swine: New minimum weight of 240 lbs. to 300 lbs.
Junior Livestock Association (JLA) Registration Forms for youth exhibiting large livestock at the 2023 Huron
Community Fair are due on the following dates:
❖ Market Beef registration forms are due on Wednesday, February 1, 2023
❖ Prospect Feeder Steers, Sheep and Swine registration forms are due on Monday, May 15, 2023
The JLA Registration Forms are to be put in the JLA Office drop box by the barns on or before the dates
provided above. This form will soon be available at www.huroncommunityfair.com and click on the JLA tab at the
top. If you have any further questions, please contact your JLA specie superintendent (contact information can be
found on the fair website).

UPCOMING SLA MEETING AND SLA REGISTRATION FORMS DUE
An upcoming Small Livestock Association (SLA) Meeting will be held on Tuesday, January 17, 2023, at the Huron
Expo Center, 170 W. Soper Road, in Bad Axe beginning at 7 p.m.
For youth exhibiting small livestock at the 2023 Huron Community Fair, the SLA Registration Forms are due on
Saturday, May 6, 2023, at the Huron Community Fairgrounds during the goat tagging between 9 a.m. and 12 noon
at the SLA barn, or can be mailed to SLA, P.O. Box 153, Minden City, MI 48456, prior to May 6, 2023.
This form will also soon be available at www.huroncommunityfair.com and click on the SLA tab at the top. If you
have any further questions, please contact your SLA specie superintendent (contact information can be found on
the fair website).

MSU Extension-Huron County
1142 S. Van Dyke
Bad Axe, MI 48413
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